PREFACE

During the past decade there lias been a. marked increase in exj>enditures for
projects involving dams. This Increase has let! to an intensification uf exjx?ri-
inental research and a reexamination not only of detail* und methods of con-
struction but also of many of the theories of desijin, nil of which has resulted

in a substantial improvement in the art and science of dam building. It is for
this reason that the authors are presenting to the engineering profession a new
work on dams which is intended to be a compendium of modern practice in

sufficient detail to serve the practicing engineer as well as the .student.

It is unfortunate that space does not permit a listing of the many engineers
who have assisted the authors with suggestions, data, constructive criticisms,
and much actual work. To these the authors are very grateful because, without
such great help, this work would not have been possible.

Many of these persons have been mentioned in the text. Special mention
should be made of Byron O. McCoy for a large amount of research work and
the editing of the entire manuscript.

The authors are also indebted to the many publishers who, without exeep-
tion, have given ready consent to the reproduction of illustrations from their
periodicals; also to a number of government and private ix>dies which have been
unstinting in their aid.
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